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GENTLEMAN in Town, 


. 


His FRIEND i in the Country, Ec. OR 1 ö 


 FRAITAN | Kanus, December , 756. 
-\ WICTK 3 

CL) Give you this Trouble, to acquit myſelf of the 
8 Promiſe you brought me under, when I left you 
in my Way hither: If I am too particular in 


8 INFIRMARY, the Commands you laid upon me, 
do enter into the minuteſt FO Soy it, i 


1 is, apologize for me. 


AN Hoſpital for e edn ewig Aiſeaſed Pn . a 


| bee much wanted, and long wiſhed for; the Royal College of 
Phyſicians have the Honour of ſetting it on Foot, and nurſing it, 

to the it is brought to: They laid hold on a favourable 
Opporturty boa: thirteen Years ago, for procuring Subſcriptions: 


E Aer ey! it on, and ſo far ſucceeded, that a Houſe, 
„ . ſuited - 


JW the Account I am to give you of the ROYAL 5 : 


by 10 2 N 
ſuited to EY firſt Capital ve L. 2000, was. C Sa 5 in the Vear 
172 9, for the entertaining eight or nine Patients at a time. The 


Phyficians and Surgeons have attended it, in their Turns, ever ſince. 
Sali: and ſo far Gop has bleſſed their Endeavours, that from | 


that little Houſe, in the courſe of nine Years that it las ſubliſted, 
ſeveral hundreds have come out ſo well cured, as to be able to go. 
about their ordinary Affairs YO e and 1 1 have 


5 died under their Hand. 


br E ae been ſo well Ul pleaſed with this Maui: tar 


their Capital is encreaſed to about L. 5000 Sterling; the Contri- 


buters are erected into a Corporation, with perpetual Succeſſion, 
by his Majeſty's Royal Charter, dated 25th Auguſt 1736, by the 
Name "of the RoYaL INFIRMARY oF EDINBURGH; and; I 
am told, they are in hope of obtaining a conſiderable Addition to 


their Capital, from his Majeſty's moſt gracious Bounty. 


By the Royal 3 the Infirmary is put under the Care of 


twemy Managers, vis. the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh for the time, 
and, in his Abſence the Dean of Guild; Acer of the Royal 
"7 College of Phyſicians, for the time, and, 


Preſident; the Deacon-Conveener of the EE les of Edinburgh for 


the time; four out of the Royal College of Phyſicians, Whereof 


two of the Profeſſors of Medicine in the Univerſity, when there 


are ſuch at the time; the Profeſſor of Anatomy, if there be ſuch at 


dhe time; and two of the Corporation of Surgeons, or three of the 


ſaid Corporation, when there is no Profeſſor of Anatomy; one of 
the Senators of the College of Juſtice ; one of the F ul of Ad- 


vocates; one of the Society of Clerks to the Signet; one of the 


Miniſters of the Goſpel in Edinburgh, and fix others out of the 
Number of Contributers to ane rf ere MIKE the Controul of 


To: + TED T3 hog: . 


Tur Manages 55 the oY . are, the Logd: o wy 
. 'nburgh, the Deacon Conveener of Edinburg , the Lord Preſi- 
nt 5 a e Lord Mp, Hors Elie, Lord Advocate, 
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Mr. Fames Grabgn of Airtb, Mr. Alerander Macmillan Writer to: | 
the Signet, Commiſſioner George Drummond, Dr. Nubert Lowis, | 
Dr. John Clark, Dr. Fobn Learmont, Dr. Andrew St. air, Dr. 
Fohn Rutherford, Mr. Peter Wedderburn Advocate, Mr. Patrick - 
Cuming Miniſter of the Goſpel in Edinburgh, Alexander Monro' 
Profeſſor of Anatomy, Mr. Francis Congalton, and Mr. W | 
Cuningham n and Mr. n H OT. kee dead. 


Tris 0 of eu * goes the Applied WE Pa- : 
tients to them in much greater N umber than their preſent Houſe: _} 
can receive, determined the Managers to begin to build a'conve++' If 
nient Houſe : They, with great Judgment, made choice of, and) 

urchaſed a Piece of S ae the beſt ſituated for that 4 
Pee, of any Spot within the Walls of the City. The Plan 
they have agreed upon conſiſts of a Body of a Houſe of 206 Foot 
575 from Eaſt to Weſt, fronting North, and of two We ex 
ag: North, 70 Foot long each n the Body. e , 


Ir is to be three full Story high, of 11 Foot calf FRY 1 5 
to Floor, and the fourth an 4 Story; the Walls of Wich 
being 8 Foot high to the Eaſing of the "Roof and the Beds 23 
Foot removed from the Wall, will make the x Highs of of "that 895 | 

the fame with the under ones. „„ | 2 


— 


HE whole Houſe ; is to ts 25 Foot! broad 1 the Walls 
except 54 Foot in the Center, which is to be 36 Foot within the 
Walls, in order to have a convenient Operation-Room, where fm 
200 to zoo Students and Apprentices may conveniently ſea® any 1 
93 performed, without diſturbing thoſe Who perform 1 | 


Tun n choc is to be ks ted; "td. FE, neceflary 9 5 . 
for the Service of the Houſe, and 1 vaulted Cells for the Recep- ? 
tion of 12 Lunaticks, ora . N umber if it is found e 1 85 


＋ HE- 1 three 5 are very conveniently hid: out be 905 


| conmodating the Patients; one e only i is 0 lie 3 in a a Bed, and 5 


2 


ne i: {Mo 


| 4 2 5 
to have «litle retiring Place at the Head of it; and the Managers, 
who are already fetting about providing Sheets, Blankets, and 
othtr neceſſary P 5 are reſolved in the Cleanline(s of every 
Part of their Houſe, to endeavour as far as they can, to equal at 
| leaſt any: 1 8 1 80 of that A in Europe. 5 


= ” EAC af the threw Stork in the Body of of the Houſe, fs 


of two Galleries of 82 Feet in length, divided from one another 
by two Gavels; between which, the Operation-Room, the Hall 
for the Managers, the Secretary and Accom ptant's Offices, the Apo- 
thecary's Shop, and Treaſurer's Office are to be placed. Each 
Gallery, having a Chimney at each End, contains 20 Beds, fo 
diſpoſed, that the drawing a Curtain at the Foot of every Bed, 
forms a kind of Room of the Space of two Beds, fronting one 
another, and the Area between them of 5 Foot by 8, with a large 
Window: The Area left in the middle of the Gallery between 
the two Rows of Beds, will be about 9 or 10 Foot broad; and, 
in each, there are four ſmall Fi ire-rooms for Patients who require 
Warmneſs. The Wings, having a Stair-caſe taken off their Length, 
to ſerve for Acceſs to them, and that End of the Body of the Houſe 


they are joined to, have therefore only 50 Foot of their length left 


to accomodate 5 Beds on a Floor in the © Gallery, and 4 in 
the Corners, which is 12 in each Story. Thus the whole Houſe 


. d vill contain 216 Beds, what 45 in little Fire- roms. 


Wax: the Houle is finiſhed, tis petal that the Men ſhall 
be by e hpi 2 nt wk apr good and the Women 55 
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| Tur Bobing, 0 3 as ö it is . on, is "Re one hs 3 
lid ever my Eyes beheld. It has no hewn Work, except the 
Corners, a Baſe and Belt, and the Doors and Windows : Nor is it 

to have any Ornament, but i in the Front of the 54 Foot in the 
Centre, as this is to be more rly a College than an Hoſpital. 
Andi as the Houſe, in time, mu prove the Glory of this Oountry, 
1 e who ey — red. 


. 15 


. | | 0 P 7 


0 (5) 
ſigniſied to ths Managers, that the ornamenting it Naserich 
be agreeable to them, and they gave into it: But as Mr. William 
Adams Architect, has cauſed a Plate of it to be engraved, which 
will be ſold in all the Bookſellers Shops in Town, Ell ſend it you, 


my than detain you . i open a Deſcription of the ae 


: e Managers pro poſe to receive into this fte every Pa- 
tient that offers, from whatever Place or Country they come, if, 
after confitlering the Patient's Caſe, the Phyſicians: and Surgeons 
attending judge there is any: Ground to hope their Diſeaſe: may be 
cured. They have it particularly in view, to appropriate à ſuffi- 
cCient Number of Beds for Family-Servants who may fall fick; 
and as the Houſe will accommodate. ſo great Number of Patients, 
ſome of which will be daily going out, I find every body thinks 
it ſcarce poſſible the Houſe can ever be withont a ae N um- 
ver f empty Rel to acc odate all who! offer. E 


Tun hole Wiembers of che Royal College py: Plyſicians, — 
ſubjected themſelves to attend the Patients, and ſo have the Whole 
Corporation of Chirurgeons, who likewiſe give the Medicines __ 

gratis, which does great Honour to both theſe Societies: So 
that I believe I may aſſure you with Truth, no one 5 in 


: booed will be better WOES — co ay no more. 


80 noble am pious an Undertaking, when it is brought to the 

1 Perfection, will- give a rational Proſpect, that in that 

Houſe there may be 1000 Patients cured every Vear; which muſt 

afford great Pleaſure to every Chriſtian. And it has yet another 

Advantage of vaſt Conſequence to Mankind, as all Students, Ether 

in Phyſick or Surgery, for a very ſmall; Honorary eto be 
towards the Expence of the Houſe, will be admitted not old to 

attend the Phyticians'and Chirurgeons i in their Viſits;/ to ſee their 

Preſcriptions, to exoerpt from a fair Regiſter, which is kept in tze 

Houſe, of every Patient's Caſe and Cure, all the Caſes they thin 
Worth their Notice; but Will aborfuave! all the Advantages of a i 

| 8 e The! N all the different 702 5 — 

TE „ 
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of Phyſick. It is morally impoſſible that any one Student, pot- 
pn common Senſe, Re ep 4 = 
his Buſineſs, can be an Ignorant, when he commences Maſter in 
any of theſe Profeſſions. From this, ſurely, even the Rich muſt 
reap Benefit; and as this Country ſends Numbers of ſuch Stu- 
dents abroad, this Education muſt do them great Service. It muſt 
do Honour to our Country, which muſt alſo reap greater conſe- 
quential Advantages from this Hoſpital, than I can pretend to cal- 
culate, by the Return of the Gentlemen of theſe Profeſſions to it 
in their old Age, with the Fortunes they have acquired abroad 
with Reputation. J 88 


Buy this Time, I am ſure, you ae in Pain leſt the Undertaking 
de long ere it be brought to bear, fince you know that the Mana- 
gers are tied up by their Patent from employing one Shilling of 


their Capital to carry on the Building. You are concluding that 


this Country not having Riches equal to ſome others, we cannot 
contribute any thing conſiderable to it; and as the Fabrick muſt 
coſt a very great Sum, the ſeeing it brought any great Length 
sa Happineſs you are afraid you will not have, and perhaps even 
doubt if ſucceeding Ages will, 333 og ne 


Is am told the Managers were of the fame Opinion when they 
eame to the Reſolution to begin the Building, and therefore thought 


it was their Duty to lay a Plan which might be executed piece- 


meal, and none of them imagined that even the next Age would 


Wuar they have hid the Foundation of this Summer is 82 
Foot long, of the Body of the Houſe within the Walls, which 
will accommodate 72 Patients, and the Stair-caſe of the Win 
adjoining to it: The Eſtimate of this alone, which is not mu 
above one Fourth of the Plan, amounts to about 1600 L. Sterling. 


TE applied to the General Aſſembly at their laſt Meeting, 
| for a voluntary Collection over the Kingdom, ae”. wn 
7 : 3 ; 2 8 ] u > 


s got that Education, and minded 


(3) 


_ Houſe, who very readily granted their Act and Recommendation 


but I am ſorry to ſay it, that, without the Preſpytery of Edin- 
Burgb, not a great many Pariſhes have complied with the Act. 
Sure never was Money demanded for a better Purpoſe. I there- 
fore hope they'll yet think of it, and fend up their Collections to 
the Managers, to encourage them to go on with what they have 
with ſo honeſt a Spirit begun, | eB 


My Lady Orbiſton, 1 find, hu great Merit | with them; ſhe | 


has given an Aſſembly for the Benefit of the Infirmary almoſt 
every Year fince its Erection; and moſt generouſly defrays the 
Expence of the Houſe that Night out of her own Pocket. : 


Maur private People, I am told, have contributed to it, and 
ſome of them very liberally, and ſo have moſt of the Societies in 


Town, ſuch as the Faculty of Adyocates, the Writers to the - 
Signet, the Royal College of Phyſicians, and ſeveral of the Cor- 


porations of the Town and Suburbs. The Managers have got 
Quarry Leave free for Stone and Lime; they have alſo got Pre- 
ſents of Timber, Slates, &c. in Quantities, for the Building. 


 __ MA RY's Chapel have, of all the Societies in Town, diftin- 
guiſhed themſelves in the moſt particular Manner. Their preſent 

_ Deacons offered their own Service to the Building very handſome- 
ly, and, in Name of the Corporation, gave up all the Mafter's 
ofit of the Wages of the Journeymen employed about it. Ma- 
ny of the Members have ſubſcribed for Compliments of Work, 
ſuch as, the Wrights to furniſh Windows, the Glaziers to glaze 
them, the Slaters to lay on the Slates, all gratis, Sc. Some of 
the Managers tell me, they aſcribe their Succeſs in their Under- 
taking in a great Meaſure to the Frankneſs and Generoſity of the 


Members of that Corporation, which I think very much to the 


. 


Honour of it, and calls on every Lover of his Country to give 
them Encouragement. 5 . „ 


Ir the Maſters of that Corporation have ſhow'd great Hearti- 
neſs in promoting this uſeful Undertaking, the Journeymen are 


») 
not behind with them : They who have been ertployed about it 
fince it began, upon the diſcontinuing the Building till Winter is 
over, gave each of them eight Days hewin gratis; and as the 

; Managers employ the Winter to prepare the Materials for haſten- 
ing the Work forward in the Summer, theſe honeſt Men are each 
of them through the Winter to give two Days Work every Week 
gratis; and Numbers of Journeymen Maſons, who Mere not 

been employ d in the N come and work in the Lodge 
e too. | 


WIEN che Billing my uires Wright Work, the Making 
are well aflured they Will get much of it wrought gratis, . He 
ITY Wrights in and about the Town. _ 


Tax Farmers about tlie Town, With fu ſürpriling cheutfulnefß 
a with free C rfages to "the Building, hich'is a very confi- 
_ derable Article. cir Language to the "Managers, When they 
| 2 to them, was, Ir 40711 be Jour tion Fault if you 75 Far- 

ng for Carriages ; "well aft Jou, Near e l e Work 
15 s compleated. ö 


8 \ Tas Leib Catters Aelerve allb t to be mentioned here "with 
Gratitude. When the Farm armers cannot ſpare ther e gratis, 


the Carters Fog, 8 accept of eight Pence from*the Infirmary 
” Ne the Carriage, for ey they er twelve” Pence from the 
erchants. . 


5 ſhort, never was any /Uidetiking more unter il ee 
People f all Rinks ſpeak of it w ith Pleaſure, and feem to vye 

With one another who ſhall promote mote it moſt, and Wille with Ear- 
_ neſtneſs to ſee it compleated. 


3 = Managers are js Wenne wier great Diligence | 
to have Stone, Lime, Sand and Timber, got together in aburitarice | 
for the Summer's Work; and if they can get Money, it is not 
doubted but they will not only have the Roof upon that Part of 


ihe Houſe Which is founded, at will alſo” "0008: ſome confider- 
able 
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| he „„ . 
able F ; in the Operation Room next Summer, 8 
both rea y, the one for receiving in 72 Patients, and the other for | 
ee e by, the End of the Tear 19 %% 


— 


1 15 e now 50h are ſolioitous. tw 1 What Proſpect they 
| have ©o got in Money enough dn gn with he Work next Sum 
mer; aten eee n | 


Tu AT this Year chas lod 7 more that has dete 
all their Charges; and their Ns for OPS e ig © on 
with their Work: next Year are, | | | 5 


2 


„ , 


A N Collection at the Fe is (gs AR tis Pb 
on the third Sabbath of this Month of December, and one at 
the Epiſcopal Meeting-houſes, who, in ſeveral Collections they 
have already made, have been very liberal in this Reſpect. An 
Aſſembly from my Lady Orbiſton. The Faculty of Advocates their 
Collection. A Conſort from the Gentlemen of the Maſick Socie- 
2 A Collection from the honourable Society of free andaccepted: 
Maſons, who take a hearty and a moſt commendable. Part in * | 
moting \this: __ . z "us 14g ee bild 5 


8 
1 


ALI e it is true, N come ver) 5 e of 7 7 BY 
that is neceſſary, but as Peop le begin to fee in a ſtrong Light, ho- 
much it is the Duty of every of Society, who has any Feel- 
ing of the Miſeries of the Diſtreſt; of every Lover of his Coun- 
try, who wiſhes its Proſperity ; and yet et far more of every Chriſtian, 
to contribute according to their Ability to the forwarding this great 
and good Work, the Managers don t ſeem tobe under any Appre- 
henſions of want of Money; their Expectations have been ſo much 
outdone this Year, that they truſt Providence for providing the * 
needful e for defraying the next Year's Charge, and would I 
willingly hope they will not be diſappointed, fur ſeverallprivats =o 
| Perſons have already contributed handſomely to it, and I know: 14 
others who are reſolved to follow their our Example, „ 
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Tr + indeed fue ing; thee 1 8040 ne mate s any Money 

* to ſpare can be eafy in their oπτ]a Minds while they (don't aft 60 to 
B carry on this good Work. I cannot help thinking: that it is the 
27 80 of every good Man to view it in this Light. The detain- 

ing even my ſmall Mite from it will in part be a Stop to che 
Fimifhing of the Work, and, till it is is finithed," nine 
2 cc People at a Time can only be taken care of, becauſe that is -all 
* that the preſent Houſe can take in; whereas, how ſoon this 
| < Part of the Building i i fitted up, ſeventy tun can be taken in; 
< and therefort I am cli reeable with a Part of the Gullt of their 
being unable to gy on conſtantly, to take care of 63 diſeaſed 
50 *< Pexlons.1 more chan they; 04 at N I am [DX 5 e 
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Jefſed 1 confidereth the Poor; he) Zr and deliver lr The 
= me gf Trouble. J "The Lord will preſerve him, and keep hum alive, 
= er e be 8 upon the Keb, and thou wilt not deliver him 
= into the Will of his Enemies. The Lord aol frengthen bim upon 
1 IV fed * languiſhing ; thou lt male all bis Bed in Bis 0 6 
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